TOWN OF PLEASANT VALLEY
OPEN SPACE AND FARMLAND PLAN

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT MEETING

Tuesday, June 25, 2013




PROJECT TEAM
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Taconic | Peter Karis, RLA, Principal Landscape Architect
Site Design & Landscape Architecture




WHY IS THIS PROJECT IMPORTANT?

o Townis a partner in the Open o Property tax benefits
Space conservation process.... a Protection of critical natural
Town has a seat at the table. resources that keep our

o Gives the Town credibility when water clean and our air safe.
talking with prospective property to breath.
OWDSES a Net reductionin carbon

o Townisin a better position to footprint.

qualify for grants and other
sources of conservation funding.




COMPONENTS OF THE PLAN

o Creates an INVENTORY of the open space, natural habitat,
forest, water and farmland resources in the Town

o Creates and implements a PLAN to preserve these
resources

a Prioritizes PRESERVATION efforts
a Good planning results in significant ECONOMIC benefits




WHAT DOES THE PLAN ADDRESS?

o Water — Creeks, Streams, Wetlands, Aquifers and other special areas
0 Topography — Slopes
o Land Patterns — Agriculture, Woodlands, Development

a Soils and GEOlOgy — Prime, Statewide Significant, Hydric

o Ecology and Biologically Sensitive Areas
— Significant Biodiversity Areas (SBA’s)

o Existing Areas of Conservation
— Protected lands, Conservation Easements



How Do WE DEFINE OPEN SPACE?

“Land with minimum or no development,
the protection of which would conserve important natural resources,
farmland, cultural resources, wildlife habitat, and recreational use
resulting in the creation of conservation development patterns 4
_ that provide fiscal and economic benefits to our community.” a8
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How DO WE DEFINE FARMLAND?

““Businesses that use land to produce a marketable product
that the farmer can sell at a profit.”

Hudson Valley Aimanac Weekly 4 ¥
“The State of Farming in the Hudson Valley S8
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GENERAL BENEFITS
OF OPEN SPACE AND FARMLAND PROTECTION

o Maintains the natural environment, ecosystem and biodiversity
o Preserves the rural character of the Town of Pleasant Valley
Supports farmers, who contribute to the local economy

- Reduces the negative effect of air pollution
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ECONOMIC BENEFITS
OF OPEN SPACE AND FARMLAND PROTECTION

o Farmland Support and Preservation

= Supports industries that generate billions of dollars in
economic activity annually

Industries Rely on Farms and Open Space
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ECONOMIC BENEFITS

OF OPEN SPACE AND FARMLAND PROTECTION
o  Water Management

= Developing open space and farmland requires construction of
water treatment facilities and infrastructure - which is often paid

w1, for by local property taxes
A - WETLANDS AND NATURAL

RECHARGE perform this
function for FREE
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ECONOMIC BENEFITS

OF OPEN SPACE AND FARMLAND PROTECTION
o Forest Management

= Approximately eight times more stormwater runs off from
impervious surfaces, such as streets, sidewalks and roofs, than

y forestediand For every 10% INCREASE IN FOREST
COVER in a watershed, costs of water
treatment DECREASE by 207%

(Purdue University,
https.//engineering.prudue.edu/SafetWat #
W cr/watershed/landuse.html )
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“In many instances, it is less expensive for a community to
maintain open space that naturally maintains water
quality, reduces runoff, or controls flooding than to use tax
dollars for costly engineered mfrastructure projects suchas:
water filtration plants and storm sewers.”
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WHAT WE HAVE HEARD....
ON-LINE SURVEY RESULTS (uxe 24, 2013)
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WHAT WE HAVE HEARD....
ON-LINE SURVEY RESULTS (uxe 24, 2013)
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WHAT WE HAVE HEARD....
STAKEHOLDER MEETING
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oA Myths...‘; . W0 (e

a \‘) sy 5!- The Town is gomg to take your Iand | ‘g e v ,{ ; o deofl
.rf‘, - That Ilttle bit is not gomg to help there is nothlng we can do ‘J" |
Y, 7 L Idon’t get any benefit from conservmg open spaces. i |
’ = Without development my. taXes W||'| continue to mcrease
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;,"'5 = Taxes from agrlculturaI/vacant Iand are a flnancral Wmner

for’ﬁhe ToWn 1t v iy £ B by 1% '- \ gl il
A For every 3 the Town recelves in property taxes fro‘l‘i‘j*f‘

Reality...

r

' residential lands, it spends more in servrces

. ® Forevery $1the Town recelves in property taxes from
agricultural and vacant lands, it spends less in services
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Reality,.. Ecoanics |

Open space prov1des Intreased property values |
% *" P -‘ Propertles adjaeent to open space and other conserved"

A% areas d it L4 P00
e Propertles Wlthln or expoSed to Scenic Areas
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Columbia
County

Ulster
County

River

Plg{lsant
q‘Valley

Pleasant
Valley

H Open Space and/or Farmland Plans

Putnam
County

Orange
County

Dutchess County Towns
with Open Space and/or Farmland Plans
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What are we looking at?

Resource Inventory

RAKRK
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Orange
County

Columbia
County

Putnam
County

Dutchess County (Terrain)
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Pleasant Valley (2012)

Townlof
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Town Parks
Taconic Hereford Multiple Use Area (NYSDEC)

Public School

Other Town Owned Parcels

Private Recreation Facilities

Lands of Cary Institute of Ecosystem Studies

Conservation Easements (DLC)

Sites with Historic Status

= Scenic Roads

Water Body

Existing Conserved Lands
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Elevation
<VALUE>

- <250

- 250-300
|:| 300-350
|:] 350-400
- 400-450
- 450-500
- 500-550
- 550-600
: 600 +

Slopes 15 to 25 percent

- Slopes 25 percent and greater

Topography and Steep Slopes
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Streams

- NYSDEC Wetland
|:| 100" NYSDEC Wetland Buffer

 Wetland (NWI)

- Hydric soils (Probable Wetland)

‘mwﬂ i_ g : FEMA Flood Zones (2012)

Aquifer Recharge Zones

Watershed Boundary

NYSDEC Wetland

[ veter ooy

Streams

Surface Waters and Aquifer Zones
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‘ Active Farms

Lands of Cary Institute of Ecosystem Studies

- Conservation Properties (DLC)

Agricultural Exempt Parcels

Agricultural Districts

NYSDEC Wetland

- Water Body

Streams

Agricultural Lands

PRIVATE HORSE FARK HAGKETT EARM,

SUMMER FOX EARW

HANN FARM

TERHUNE ORCHARDS

PRIVATE HORS|

PLANKENHORN FARM

L
LOCUSTHILL FARN,

7 OFFAWAY FARM. /
GM!{S APPLE ORCHARD

STONEGATE EARM

WIGSTEN.FARM

CONKLIN HILL FARM
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Statewide Significant Soils

Prime Soils

Soils taconic




Taconic Hereford Multiple Use Area (NYSDEC)

Private Recreation Facilities

Lands of Cary Institute of Ecosystem Studies

Conservation Properties (DLC)

- Forest

Woodlands
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Poughkeepsie]
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NYSDEC Important Areas (Natural Community)
ificant Ecosystems Map

= Significant Biodiversity Areas (SBAs)
NYSDEC Important Areas (Animals)
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Contiguous Lands
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Possible Conservation Priority Areas Map
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I ! Priori
1 Priority Areas
Priority Area (Agriculture/Habitat)
Priority Area (Forest/Habitat)

Priority Area (Water Quality/Habitat)

Possible Conservation Priority Areas Map (By Benefit)
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WHAT WILL THE PLAN INCLUDE?
Policy Recommendations
o MAPPING AND TOWN CODE/ZONING

— Critical Environmental Areas and Pursue Designation

— Prepare a Scenic Viewshed Map and Scenic Viewshed
Regulations £

- Adopt Right to Farm Laws




WHAT WILL THE PLAN INCLUDE?

Policy Recommendations
o CONSERVATION FINANCE

- Create a Funding Mechanism for PDR/TDR Programs
(already recommended in the Comprehensive Plan)

— Consider Open Space/Farmland Development Fees
— Consider Municipal Bonds |




WHAT WILL THE PLAN INCLUDE?
Policy Recommendations
o ECONOMICDEVELOPMENT AND MARKETING

- Develop and Promote Community Supported Agriculture (CSA)
- Work with the Chamber of Commerce to:

= Prepare and Open Space, Farmland and Recreation Area NF

4‘_T o]
= Prepare a marketing campaign for these resou,rces, 11:1 ]udl g
brochures, postlng on the Town gpd Re
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HOW CAN YOU PROVIDE ADDITIONAL INPUT?

o On-line survey
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/OpenSpaceandFarmlandSurvey

o Town Board Presentation — July 2, 2013 | - &

o SEQRA Process on the Plan (September 2013)
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OMMENTS AND QUESTIONS




